The CASE of the Carriers and Waggmers through all the Roads of ENGLAND 
Humbly Submitted to the Honourable Houſe of Commons Aſſembled in Parliament. 


H A T whereas by the Stat, 22 Car. 2. Cap. 12. Entituled, An Additional A&t for the better Repairing of High 
ways and Bridges it 1s Enacted, That no Waggoner ſhatl travel the Roads with more than five Horſes at length, and if a- 
ny ſhall draw with a greater number, they ſhall all draw in Pairs, except one Horſe upon the Penalty of Forty Shillmgs fo 
each Offence. Which Law. impowring Informers (who are to have one Third of the Forfeitures to themlelves) ts 

Levy all ſuch Forteitures, ſome few Perſons for ſome Years paſt have ſet up themlelves to take care of all the Roads it 

England, with deſigns to Levy all ſuch Forfeitures tocheir own private Lucre, cheating not onely the High-ways, but the Poor 

of their Shares thereof, and to be able to do this with the better Colour of Authority, 

[. They began to get themſelves appointed Depucies tro His Majeſty's Surveyors of His own private Roads or Progrels ; 
and for each Deputation they paid 20 {, or more to the ſaid Surveyors. 

IN. By Virtue of this, they ger acquainted , and keep Company with ſome Jultices of Peace in each Road, who 
grant them Warrants upon cheir own or their Servants Oaths, to Levy as many Forteitures as they pleaſe to {wear to, and 11; 
ſuch ambiguous Words as they pleaſe to ſwear to. For their Warrants generally run, That whereas ſuch a one hath ſworn 
before me, that ſuch a Day, ſuch a Man drove with a certain Number of Horſe-Beaſts contrary to Law, Thele are therefore, 
&c. Thereby making the Informer the Juſtice and Judge, what is contrary to Law, and if he ſwears it (tho' frequently faile, 
as can be made appear in many Inſtances) they give him a Warrant to Levy the Money, and moſtly wink at his ſwallowing 
the whole Money to his own uſe, contrary to the aid Statute. 

IT. Not onely fo, but they often grant the Informers 20, 30, or 40 Blank Warrants at a time, Sign'd and Seal'd ro Le- 
vy Forfeitures upon whom they pleaſe to inſert therein, and alſo connive or give leave to the ſaid Informers to make Com- 
poſitions, take Rewards, Gratuities and Quarter:y Payments by Agreement with the ſaid Waggoners; and ſuch Waggoners as 
will compound for 5, 6, or 8 !. per ann. ſhali have liberty to drive with 2o Horſes at length, contrary to Law, without Di- 
ſturbance. Bur ſuch of the poorer ſort, as can give but 40, 50 s. or 7 |. per ann. tho' they do agree with them upon ſuch 
Terms, and give them the ſaid Toleration to ag che Law, yet after ſuch Combination and F:iviledge, they two or three 
times a Year take an Opportunity to ſeize their Horſes or Goods, and Levy further Summs, which they cail particular 
Forfeitures on them, unlels they will comply to pay their unreaſonable Demands. So they firſt tolerate them to offend, and 
then Levy the Forfeitures for the {aid Offences. 

IV. By obtaining thele Blank Warrants of Diſtreſs, and others when and how they pleafe ; they unjuſtly Levy Money on 
His Majeft;'s Subjects upon falle Oaths, as we can make appear, they having levied upon ſome who never drive with aboyc 
4 Horſes, others 5 at leagth; others wich 4 at length and 2 in Pairs, 4 art length and 3 in Pairs, 5 at length and 3 in Pairs, 
and 5 at length and 4 in Pairs: and they fay plainly, If the Waggoners drive the Roads with 3 or 4 Horſes onely, they 
will be paid, and if they drive 20 at length or how they pleaſe, they will be paid, and they will Tollerate the doing lo. 

V. By theſe means they get great Eſtates. One John Little-Hales, having from a broken Tapſter, purchaſed 400 |. per ann. 
beſides the keeping of a Coach, a Chariot, and Galeaſh, and ſeveral Miſtrefles : and one Richard Fielder, from a broken Chan. 
dler at IVindſor, now lives great and gets his Hundreds a Year, and keeps Servants to wait on him, and fine Geldings, ec. 

VI. By theſe means the Roads become very bad, and the care which was defign'd for their Repair and Amendment, is 
turn'd to their DeſtruRtion ; the Money miſ-apply'd to looſe and mercenary Mens flagitious and laſcivious Debauches. The 
Poor and High-ways cheated, and Juſtice and the Laws are perverted. 

VII. The Juſtices ſay for themſelves, they grant their Warrants for preſervation of the Kings High-ways, as the 
Law ſays, and pretend they do this for the publick Good ; nor will the Law reach them, ir ever having regard to tavour, al 
{iſt and encourage the Juſtices of Peace, who are ſuppoſed to do but their Duty : for if you ask one how he came to grant 
his Warrant againſt a Man for driving with 4 Horſes in length and 3 in Pairs, or 5 at length and 4 in Pairs: He lays, The 
Informer ſwore to him *twas 7 or 9 Horſes contrary to Law : ask him how for driving with 4 and 2, 5 and 3, exc. he 
ſays ſtill the ſame, and if you tei! him, you drive with leſs than the Law allows , he uells you, there is, it may be, more than 
one Horſe ſingle. If any Man te!ls him, «hey will cry it at Law whether he has made a Legal Conviction (for his War. 
rant is an Execution, and cannot have any Replevin) he ſays, he is ſure to have the Protection of the Law, aud will defend 
it; and asks, Is any Man mad to throw his Money away, and go to Law with ſeveral Pariſhes? for, ſays the Juſtice (tho 
he has diſtributed little or moſtly none of the Money to the ſaid Pariſhes) I will grant my Warrant to each Pariſh to levy 5 or 
101. at a time to bear the Charges of the Law and ruine the Man ; who in that Caſe can recover no Colts againſt the Pa. 
riſh if he ſhould caſt us, but we are ſure to have our Coſts it we caſt him. So that as this Act is worded, it is in the power 
of any Informer (wich aſſiſtance of a Juſtice of Peace) ro cheat and abaſe the King's honeſt Subjects, defraud che Poor, ruin 
the High-ways and Roads, and accumulate great Surams of Money to private Ends and Lucreto the ruine of many hundreds 
of Families; all which, (and much more than is fic, or room to inſert here) we are ready ro make appear by hundreds of Wit- 
neſſes: and humbly ſubmit our miſerable Caſe to this Honourable Houſe, humbly praying, that Your Honours will be 
pleasd ro take he fame into Your Conſideration , that the ſaid Law may be explained, the High-ways better repair'd and a- 
mended, or otherwiſe Redrels given to their ſaid heavy Grievances and Oppreſlions, as in Your Wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet. 


Tohn Little-Hales of Edmonton, by himſelf and his Gang, undertakes for all the Northern and Neighbouring Roads, and exaQs and extorts 
from all the Waggoners, to Norfolk, Norwich, Colcheſter, Eſſex, Harwich, Suſſolk, Bury, Newmarket, Cambridge, Huntington, Ely, Stamford, Gran- 
tham, Newark, Lincoln, Leiceſter, Northampton, Nottingham, Derby, Kutland, Warwick, Stafford, Coventry, Litchfield, Tamworth, Newcaſtle, Bridy- 
north, Shrewsbury, Birmingham, and ſo to Cheſhire, Lancaſhire, and all Towns on or near thoſe Roads. 

Richard Fielder of Piccadilly, 7 himſelt and his Gang, under:akes for the Weſtern Roads, and exacts and extorts from all the Waggoners to 
Oxford, Wordſtock, Abbington, Aylesbury, Chipping-Norton, Banbury, Glouceſter, Cirenceſter, Worceſter, Monmouth, Flereford, Wales, Wilts, Calne, De- 
vizes, Dorcheſter, Somerſet, Taunton, T, rverton, Bridgewater, Minehead, Exeter, Barſtable, Briſtol, Bath, Wells, and all Towns on or near thoſe 
Roads: and there rc others their Accomplices, that do the like to all other parts of the Kingdonie. 

And unleſs it be ſometimes to ger the Clarks ot the Peace, or Crow ::-Office Fees for Inditments, they never inform againſt any Pariſh for 
not mendiag ihe High-ways; but watch the Wagg.;nc;s through deep Holes, Marſhes, or Commons, or up the pinch of a Hill, where they are 


ſometimes torced to get More help, and then theſe perſons take opportunity to inform. 


